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Projects

 2011 Global DP Graduates Destinations Survey
 New Recognition Communications Material
 Alumni Network – Robbye Good
 2012 Global Student Conference – Paul Sanders
 IB coordinator survey - report
 IB alumni survey -  report
 Looking ahead
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2011 IB DP Graduate Destinations Survey

 Work with i-graduate, a U.K.-based research 
consultancy
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Country Survey launch/close

U.S. May 18/ Jun 24
Canada May 23/ Jun 24
Mexico Jun 8/ Jul 8
India Jul 18/ Aug 30
U.K. Aug 15/ Sep 9

Spain Sep 15/ Oct 17
Australia Jan 09/ Jan 31
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Goals of the Survey
 To establish which universities receive the highest number of applications 

and the acceptance rates of DP students.
 Evaluate and investigate test performance of participants in standardized 

assessments, equivalent national tests/examinations* required, etc.
 Evaluate and investigate GPA or ranking of DP participants
 Assess recognition of DP participants by scholarship competitions.
 Assess the main factors in students’ decision to participate in the Diploma 

Programme.
 Examine  the differences between target sub groups based on

• whether Diploma or Certificate student
• Nationality
• other demographic factors (such as ethnicity, race) which will be incorporated 

and adapted as appropriate to the cultural context of the individual countries
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Methodology / Schedule

 Work with i-graduate to develop survey with country contacts, 
data protection issues, linking data, etc

 Announcement to all eligible authorized DP schools to register 
for the survey

 Survey launched
• Schools provide i-graduate with students’ email addresses*
• i-graduate provided schools with school specific survey link

• Coordinators emailed or provided students the link to complete at home
• Coordinators set up times in a computer lab for students to complete

 Survey closed – cleanup and analysis
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Country specific working groups
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Survey questions include
• Please list the universities/colleges (ordered by preference) to which 

you applied and state the results of your application.
• Is the university/college you will be attending a top choice of yours?
• Did you receive a scholarship from the university, community, 

government or other organization?
• What were the results of the other qualifications or assessments you 

did take?
• Which of the following helped your FINAL DECISION to ATTEND an 

institution?
• Do you think the IB Diploma Programme has prepared you well for 

your future studies?
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Response Rate
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Country # of schools 
registered

# of 
schools

School 
Response Rate

# of students 
participated

Canada 73 130 56.15% 1013

India 26 42 61.90% In progress

Mexico 28 49 57.14% ~400

Spain 27 42 64.29%

U.K. 50 100 50.00%

U.S. 307 634 48.42% 4068

Grand Total 511 997 51.25% So far 5500
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U.S. – Breakdown by ethnicities
Ethnicity/Race 0.8604

57.6205

7.4238

1.6716

9.5624

6.9813

15.8800
Asian (including Indian subcontinent and Philippines)
Black (including African American, all people from Africa and Caribbean)
Hispanic
Middle Eastern
Two or more races
White (non-Hispanic)
Other
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Canada – Breakdown by ethnicities
Ethnicity/Race

10

1.5795

42.3495

4.9358
4.5410

1.57952.9615

42.0533

Asian (including Indian subcontinent and Philippines)
Black (including African American, all people from Africa and Caribbean)
Hispanic
Middle Eastern
Two or more Races
White (non-Hispanic)
Other
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U.S. - % of students attending university/college upon 
completion of DP Programme

0%

25.0%

50.0%

75.0%

100.0%

International Baccalaureate Certificate Candidates (564)International Baccalaureate Diploma Candidates (3601)

99.2%97.9%

0.8%2.1%

No Yes

U.S. students surveyed applied to ~860 universities
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00.0 %

25.0 %

50.0 %

75.0 %

100.0 %

International Baccalaureate Certificate Candidates (162)International Baccalaureate Diploma Candidates (889)

2.63.1

97.400096.9000

Yes No

Canada - % of students attending university/college 
upon completion of DP Programme

Canadian students surveyed applied to ~330 universities
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U.S. students’ usage of IB Diploma 
participation in their college application

For admission to universities
For credit, advanced placement in course, advanced standing 
(2nd year standing)

For scholarship

For admission to honors or other special program within university

For universities to recruit you

Other

0%

0.5%

12.1%

31.6%

43.2%

67.2%

92.8%
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 For admission to universities
 For credit, advanced placement in course, advanced standing 
(2nd year standing)

 For scholarship

 For admission to honors or other special program within university

 For universities to recruit you

 Other

0% 25.0%50.0%75.0%100.0%

0.0096

0.1004

0.1708

0.4038

0.4791

0.9116

Canadian students’ usage of IB Diploma 
participation in college application
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U.S. Students’ Class Rank
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U.S.: Intention to study aboard

Yes, for one semester

Yes, for one year (two semesters)

Yes, for my undergraduate degree

Yes, for my postgraduate degree

No

I don't know

.0 % 12.5 % 25.0 % 37.5 % 50.0 %

26.1616

9.3519

1.8645

3.6401

16.8393

42.1426

63.4% of U.S. students intend to study aboard



© International Baccalaureate Organization 2007

17

Yes, for one semester

Yes, for one year (two semesters)

Yes, for my undergraduate degree

Yes, for my postgraduate degree

No

I don’t know

0.0 % 10.0 % 20.0 % 30.0 % 40.0 %

34.3646

12.8177

11.1602

8.8398

14.0331

18.7845

Canada: Intention to study aboard
52.8% of Canadian students intend to study aboard
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U.S.: Preparation for future studies

.0 %

12.5 %

25.0 %

37.5 %

50.0 %

I do not feel prepared at allI do not feel preparedI don’t knowI feel well preparedI feel very well prepared

48.5605
44.3596

4.6122
1.85080.6169

93% of U.S. students feel well or very well prepared
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0.0 %

15.0 %

30.0 %

45.0 %

60.0 %

I do not feel preparedI do not feel prepared at allI don’t knowI feel very well preparedI feel well prepared

54.4086

34.7312

6.7742
2.04302.0430

Canada: Preparation for future studies
89.1% of Canadian students feel well or very well prepared
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U.S.: Recommendation to future students

20

I would actively encourage people to undertake the IB Diploma

If asked, I would encourage people to undertake the IB Diploma

I would neither encourage nor discourage people to undertake the IB Diploma

If asked, I would discourage people from undertaking the IB Diploma

I would actively discourage people from undertaking the IB Diploma

010.020.030.040.0

2.2007

5.0176

24.6479

39.8474

28.2864

92.7% of U.S. students would not discourage future students
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I would actively encourage people to undertake the IB Diploma

If asked, I would encourage people to undertake the IB Diploma

I would neither encourage nor discourage people to undertake the IB Diploma

If asked, I would discourage people from undertaking the IB Diploma

I would actively discourage people from undertaking the IB Diploma

0.0 %25.0 %50.0 %

2.7927

5.5854

30.7197

40.9237

19.9785

Canada: Recommendation to future students

91.6% of Canadian students would not discourage future students
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Other findings

• % of students attending their top choice university
U.S.: 83.7%   Canada: 87.3%

• % of students receiving a scholarship
  U.S.: 61%   Canada: 60.8%
• % of students who plan to stay active during university years
  U.S.:     Canada:
  Yes - 81.6%   Yes: 82%
  I don’t know: 15.7%  I don’t know: 14.4%
  No: 2.7%   No: 3.5%
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University Admissions Findings – U.S.

23

Ins$tu$on
#	
  of	
  students	
  

applied
#	
  of	
  students	
  
accepted

IB	
  student	
  
acceptance	
  rate

General	
  	
  
rate

Brown	
  University 218 38 17.4% 8.7%
Columbia	
  University 221 30 13.6% 6.9%
Cornell	
  University 190 60 31.6% 18.0%
Dartmouth	
  College 88 15 17.0% 9.7%
Duke	
  University 187 53 28.3% 12.6%
Harvard	
  University 218 21 9.6% 6.2%
Princeton	
  University 168 29 17.3% 8.4%
Rice	
  University 102 39 38.2% 18.6%
Stanford	
  University 229 35 15.3% 7.1%
University	
  of	
  Pennsylvania 190 47 24.7% 12.3%
University	
  of	
  Texas	
  -­‐	
  AusOn 139 102 73.4% 47%*
University	
  of	
  Florida 354 291 82.2% 42%*
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Mid-Atlantic University Admissions Findings
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Ins$tu$on	
  

#	
  of	
  IB	
  
students	
  
applied	
  

#	
  of	
  IB	
  
students	
  
accepted	
  

IB	
  students	
  
acceptance	
  

rate
General	
  
Rate

George	
  Washington	
  University	
   71 46 64.8% 32.0%

Georgetown	
  University	
   115 34 29.6% 18.0%

Johns	
  Hopkins	
  University	
   106 34 32.1% 18.3%

University	
  of	
  Delaware	
   65 52 80.0% 57%*

University	
  of	
  Maryland–College	
  Park	
   176 155 88.1% 42%*

University	
  of	
  Virginia	
   179 117 65.4% 32.3%

*2009 data
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Selected institution by acceptance*
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University/College
Applicatio

n 
(Count)

Denied
Accepted

* Percentage

McGill University 251 61 190 75.7%
The University of British 
Columbia 269 37 232 86.2%

University of Alberta 156 1 155 99.4%

University of Calgary 30 1 29 96.7%

Preliminary Findings - Canada
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Questions?
Comments?
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New Recognition Communication Material
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 www.ibo.org/recognition
 Announcement sent to all IB coordinators, heads of 

schools, IB associations, education organizations, 
universities, government ministries

 Video testimonials
• Compilation of Alumni: 3 Full Clips of Alumni
• 5 Full Clips of University Admissions Officers

 Written material
• Recognition brochures
• Developing a Model Policy 
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What do we want to convey?
 IB Diploma Programme – International, Academically 

challenging, Develops Higher Order Cognitive Skills, 
Relevant for 21st Century

 IB Students - Well-rounded, High Achievers, Social 
Contributors, “Local Globalists”, Employment Ready

 IB Curriculum – Meets national standards, Strong 
standards applied consistently throughout the world

 IB “Model” Policy – Equivalency with other systems, 
Ideal components, How to Implement

 Call to Action – Review and improve policy to recruit 
more IB students
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How to Use Material
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Recognition Brochure
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One-Pager Pieces

Assessment    Learner 
Profile 
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Research Brochure
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Access Brochure
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Curriculum Briefs

 Core    
 HL Biology    
 HL Chemistry    
 HL Economics    
 HL History    
 HL Language A    
 HL Language B    
 HL Mathematics    
 HL Music    
 HL Psychology    
 HL Physics  

• SL Biology    
• SL Chemistry    
• SL Economics    
• SL History    
• SL Language A    
• SL Language B    
• SL Mathematics 

Studies    
• SL Mathematics    
• SL Music    
• SL Psychology    
• SL Physics 

22 subjects, including the core requirements
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Alumni Testimonials
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Model Policy
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What we want universities admissions to say

 University of Hong Kong: 
 HKU welcomes IB diploma holders, and believes that students 

who earn the IB diploma are extremely well prepared for 
university studies in Hong Kong. 

 University of British Columbia
 The International Baccalaureate Organization and UBC share a 

common vision – that global perspectives are key to education…. 
At UBC, we are committed to helping IB students find the best 
way to qualify for admission, scholarships, and first year credit. 
We understand the IB program and we value the experience 
you’ve had as an IB student. 
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Vision for IB alumni network

The IB alumni network aims to foster an international 
community of lifelong learners who embrace 
intercultural understanding and cross-border 

collaboration while actively promoting the IB mission of 
a better world through education.
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Social Media Platforms

IB alumni network blog – 
 blogs.ibo.org/alumni/

IB Fan Page on Facebook – 
 www.facebook.com/IBO.org

IB Twitter feed – 
 twitter.com/iborganization

LinkedIn group for the International 
Baccalaureate and subgroup for IB alumni

39
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If you have any additional questions or comments, 
please email: 

alumni.relations@ibo.org  
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IB Coordinator Survey
 1013 responses
 ~90% of respondents report that IB Diploma students were often or 

always admitted to their preferred university.
 ~80% of respondents believe that a student’s participation in the IB 

Diploma does help them to gain admission to their preferred college or 
university

 Positive view of university admissions policies for IB graduates, along 
with policies regarding the IB Diploma and HL courses.  

 Half of those surveyed consider policies regarding SL courses and IB 
core requirements to be poor.
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Alumni Survey
 521 full responses from alumni who took their IB Diploma exams at 

schools in 59 different countries.
 Alumni are generally satisfied with admissions policies for IB students, 

but they are more critical of credit policies and scholarships for IB 
students.

 Only 1/3 of students felt that universities were knowledgeable of IB and 
offered strong recognition for their IB diploma.

 76% were admitted to their preferred university 
 85% of DP alumni surveyed say they would be extremely or very likely 

to take the Diploma Programme again.
 Students’ primary motivators for doing IB:

• Academic challenge   (87%)
• University preparation (86%)
• University admissions (66%)
• University credit (49%)
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Looking ahead
 Expansion of communication material

• Latin American testimonials
• Model policy: Peru, Ecuador

 Official release of IB Coordinator Survey and IB Alumni 
Survey reports

 Communication on Group 5 changes
 Update of country and university data on the website
 Communication regarding Global Student Conference

43
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 Questions?
 Comments?
 Email us at recognition @ibo.org
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